
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Is My Child At Risk 

Of Lead Poisoning? 
The only way to know if your child has lead 

poisoning is to get a blood lead test. Many 

factors can put your child at risk for lead 

exposure. 

• Living in a home built before 1978 

with deteriorated paint or with 

ongoing repairs or renovations 

• Attending a head start, day care or 

child care facility with deteriorated 

paint that was built before 1978. 

• Playing in contaminated soil 

• Spending time with an adult who 

works with lead in a job or hobby (ex. 

hunting, painting, auto repair) 

• Eating or drinking food stored or 

served in glazed pottery or leaded 

crystal 

• Using traditional home remedies 

and imported products (ex. Kohl, 

Azarcon, Alarcon, Greta, Pay-loo-ah) 

• Swallowing or mouthing metal 

charms, trinkets, key fobs, or jewelry 

 

 

The State of Mississippi has regulations 

concerning who may work on residences 

built before 1978. Disturbing the existing 

paint on these structures can be a 

violation of these regulations. 

SYMPTOMS OF LEAD POISONING 
Most lead poisoned children DO NOT look sick 
The only way to know if your child has lead poisoning is 
 to get tested. Some children might experience: 

• Stomach ache 

• Headache 

• Trouble paying attention 

• Trouble eating or sleeping 

• Irritability 
 

LONG-TERM EFFECTS 
Lead can affect all parts of the body and mind 

• Lower IQ 

• Hearing & speech problems 

• Slowed growth & development 

• Hyperactivity & attention problems 

• Damage to the brain, kidneys & nerves 

• Easily loses balance 
 

PROTECTING YOUR CHILD 
Remove from the lead source/hazards 
Lead poisoning occurs when children ingest lead  
containing materials 

• Keep your house clean & dust free 

• Keep children away from lead paint & dust 

• Have your home tested for lead 

• Look out for contaminated soil or water 

• Avoid imported foods and candies 

• Be careful with metal charms, trinkets, key  
fobs & jewelry 

• Don’t use recalled products & toys 
 

Provide early intervention & stimulation 
Engaging children in activities may stimulate learning 

• Enroll children in early childhood reading  
programs, classes & learning activities 

• Read to & play games with your child 

• Provide a healthy diet including foods rich in  
iron and calcium 

 

Protect Your Children 

 

MS Department of Environmental Quality 

Lead-based Paint Program 

601-961-5171 

 

 

 



 


